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EPCRA ‐‐ Background
Emergency Planning and Community

Right‐to‐Know Act (EPCRA)
October 17, 1986

Congress amended CERCLA in 1986 with the Superfund Amendments & 
Reauthorization Act (SARA).
These amendments focused on strengthening rights of citizens and 
communities in the face of potential hazardous substance emergencies.
EPCRA was intended to help communities prepare to respond to a chemical 
emergency and to increase the public’s knowledge of the presence and threat 
of hazardous chemicals.



Where do LEPCs come from ???
§ 301 of EPCRA required the State Emergency Response Commission 
(SERC/LERC) to establish Local Planning Districts and appoint a 
Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) within each district.
There are approximately 530 LEPCs within Region 6; 3,500 nationwide.
In Region 6, 99% of the LEPCs are based on county/parish jurisdictions.

Under § 301 of EPCRA, each LEPC will include representatives from each of 
the following:
• State and local officials;
• Law enforcement, Civil Defense, Firefighting, First aid, Health, Local 
environmental, Hospital and Transportation;
• Broadcast & print media;
• Community groups;
• Facility owners and operators subject to EPCRA.



Responsibilities of the LEPC

• Appoint a chairperson and establish rules by which the committee shall 
function

• The rules shall cover:
• Public notification of the activities of the LEPC
• Dissemination of the emergency plan, including public comments and

responses
• Establish procedures for receiving and processing public requests for 

information, including Tier II information
• Designate an official to serve as the coordinator for information
• Each LEPC was required to develop an emergency plan 
• The LEPC is required to review the plan at least once a year to ensure 

changes in the community are addressed
• Establish a community emergency coordinator to receive emergency 

notifications (initial and follow‐up) by facilities



Responsibilities of the LEPC
(cont.)

• Upon request, make available Tier II information, MSDSs, or emergency 
notification follow‐ups for a specific facility within 45 days of the request

• This information shall be made available during normal working hours at a 
designated location

• The fire department shall have on‐site inspection capabilities for any 
facility filing Tier II information

• Annually publish local newspaper notice on where information can be 
reviewed

• Ability to take civil action against any facility which does not file required 
information



Responsibilities of the Facility



Responsibilities of the Facility
• Report to the LEPC, SERC if facility stores or uses more than the threshold 

planning quantity (TPQ) of an extremely hazardous substance (EHS) 
(Section 302)

• Appoint a facility coordinator to work with the LEPC if subject to statute 
(Section 303)

• Provide information, requested by LEPC, which will assist in the 
development and implementation of the local emergency response plan 
(Section 303(d))

• Immediately report release of an EHS or CERCLA hazardous substance 
above the reportable quantity (RQ) to NRC, SERC, and LEPC            
(Section 304(a, b))

• Report release to 9‐1‐1 or telephone operator if release is transportation 
related (Section 304(a, b))  

• Within a reasonable time period, facility is required to file a follow‐up 
report to LEPC and SERC (Section 304(c))



Responsibilities of the Facility
(cont.)

• Facility must provide list of chemicals to LEPC, SERC, and fire department
• Facility will provide MSDSs for chemicals if requested by LEPC, SERC
• Facility must provide annual inventory report to LEPC, SERC, and fire 

department by March 1st of each year for past calendar year inventory 
(Section 312)

• Facility must provide annual emissions report to SERC and EPA by July 1st 
of each year for past calendar year

• Facilities that store one of 140 toxic or flammable substances in a process 
above the threshold must complete a Risk Management Plan. The plan 
must be updated every 5 years. The plan includes three components:
• Offsite hazard analysis (worst case and more probable releases and

consequences)
• Prevention Program
• Emergency Response Program





Report 
Hazardous Material violations to the 

Louisiana Hazmat Hotline

225-925-6595

Or Toll Free

877-925-6595

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any Questions?



For additional information, please contact
Mr. Gene Dunegan
Program Manager

Emergency Services Unit
(225) 925-4893 ext. 253


	Louisiana State Police
	    �LEPC �(Local Emergency Planning Committee)�Basics     
	EPCRA ‐‐ Background
	Where do LEPCs come from ??? 
	Responsibilities of the LEPC
	Responsibilities of the LEPC�(cont.)
	Responsibilities of the Facility
	Responsibilities of the Facility
	Responsibilities of the Facility�(cont.)
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12

